1580 

5 June:
 Proclamation to restrict the growth of London (all new building was banned)

25 August: Felipe (Philip) II of Spain invades Portugal, defeats the Portuguese army, and Felipe is proclaimed King of Portugal as Felipe I 




26 September: Francis Drake enters Plymouth Harbor after having circumnavigated the globe. 



1581 

4 April:  Francis Drake is knighted 




Francois, Duke of Alencon, himself comes to England to further the negotiations for the Queen's hand in marriage.   She calls him her ‘frog’, as he presents her with a jeweled frog.



7-11 November: Marriage treaty is signed between Elizabeth and Alencon 
1582 

18 March: The attempted assassination of William of Orange, leader of the Dutch revolt against Spanish rule in which he loses the ability to speak through injury, and becomes known as William The Silent. 




22 August: James VI is captured by the English party while out hunting, and kept in captivity until June 1583 




5 October: Gregorian calendar is adopted by Catholic countries, and the 5 of October becomes the 15th 

Plague in London 
  
1583 

20 December: John Somerville is executed for a plot to assassinate Elizabeth. 

On October 25th, John Somerville from the village of Edstone, near Stratford, and son-in-law to Edward Arden, head of the old Catholic Arden family is arrested for allegedly waving a gun about, calling Elizabeth a heretic and demanding her death. Somerville was thought to be mentally ill, but for Arden's enemies – including Robert Dudley, now Earl of Leicester - this very public indiscretion is all the excuse they need to destroy him and his Catholic allies.
Arden has close family links with the Throgmorton family - another great Catholic family, headed by Francis Throgmorton who Walsingham's spies suspect of being complicit in a plot against the State.  For the State it is too good an opportunity to miss. On October 31st an armed raid is conducted on Arden's home. Somerville is taken directly to the Tower of London, while Arden is indicted at Warwick. Raids continue throughout Warwickshire on notable Catholic families in an attempt to unearth evidence of a wider plot or at least an incriminating evidential connection between Somerville, Arden and Throgmorton. Arden's priest, disguised as his gardener, is also arrested.

The Irish rebellion is defeated 

Ivan IV (Ivan the Terrible) kills his son Ivan (Ivan Ivanovich) in a fit of rage. 




William of Orange accepts the sovereignty of the northern Netherlands 
 

1584 

18 March: Death of Ivan the terrible (Tsar of Russa). 

9 June: Death of Francois, Duke of Alencon 

10 July: Assassination of William of Orange. 

10 July: Francis Throgmorton is executed for conspiracy for a Spanish invasion of England. 

Francis Throgmorton is accused of plotting on behalf of Mary Queen of Scots and placed in a torture chamber. Soon Arden's wife Mary and their daughter Margaret will join Somerville and Throgmorten's brother in the Tower.  Both Arden and Throgmorton are repeatedly tortured, Throgmorton eventually being executed in 1584. 

The Bond of association is formed, in which loyal subjects of the Queen pledge allegiance to her, and promise to avenge her murder if it takes place. 

Sir Walter Raleigh sails to Virginia. 




The Spanish Ambassador, Bernardino de Mendoza, is expelled from England 
  
1585 
29 June: Elizabeth again refuses sovereignty of the Netherlands 




7 June: First English colony in America is established at Roanoke Island, Virginia. 




14 August: Elizabeth issues a declaration that she is taking the Netherlands under her protection. 

3 September: Treaty of Nonsuch 

The Treaty of Nonsuch was signed by Elizabeth I of England and the Netherlands on 20 August 1585 at Nonsuch Palace in Surrey. England initially agreed to supply 400 horses and 6,500 foot soldiers (then changed to 8,000) (initially intended as a way of lifting the Siege of Antwerp (1584-1585)), and an annual subsidy of 600,000 florins a year (about a quarter of the annual cost of the revolt). This eventually increased to a commitment of 1,000 horse and 6,350 foot. As a surety for this assistance, the Dutch were to hand over Ostend, Brill and Flushing to England. This provoked the objection of Zeeland, which was to lose the most by this measure. In addition, the treaty provided for an English governor-general of the rebel provinces. Robert Dudley, 1st Earl of Leicester was granted this post.




The English expedition to the Netherlands under the leadership of Robert Dudley, Earl of Leicester. Start of the war with Spain as a result. 


1586 

1 July: Treaty of Berwick, in which Elizabeth I and James VI form a league of amity. 

The Treaty of Berwick was a 'league of amity' or peace agreement made on July 6, 1586 between Queen Elizabeth I of England and King James VI of Scotland.  Represented by Edward Manners, 3rd Earl of Rutland (for the English) and Francis Stewart, soon to be Earl of Bothwell (for the Scots), the two countries signed a mutual defensive alliance pact to guarantee aid should an invasion of either homeland, take place. The two largely Protestant countries were threatened from abroad by the Catholic powers of Spain and France.  Some believe Elizabeth only entered into the agreement to soften the blow of her next political move - the execution of James' mother, Mary, Queen of Scots. For James, his motivation was the chance of succeeding to the English throne upon Elizabeth's death. A part of the agreement ensured James would receive an annual pension of £4,000 from the English state, which led many to assume Elizabeth already considered James as an heir to her throne. James would succeed to the English throne in 1603.




17 July: The Babington plot to assassinate Elizabeth and place Mary, Queen of Scots, on the throne is revealed by Francis Walsingham 
The plot grew out of two originally separate plans. The first involved a Spanish invasion of England with the purpose of deposing Elizabeth and replacing her with Mary; the second was a plot by English Catholics to assassinate Elizabeth. However, both plots were under the guidance of two of Mary's chief agents in Europe, Charles Paget[6] and Thomas Morgan, the latter being Mary's chief cipher clerk for all her French correspondence. King Philip II of Spain and the Spanish ambassador to England Don Bernardino de Mendoza had been trying to regain Spanish influence in English affairs which was at least diminished by the death of Mary Tudor in 1558, not the least through various marriage proposals to Elizabeth (including by Philip himself, who was Mary I's husband). As it became evident that Elizabeth was not inclined to accept such proposals, the only alternative would be to depose her and replace her with someone more receptive to their interests, and Mary was the best candidate.[7] Ever since the issuance of the papal bull Regnans in Excelsis by Pope Pius V on February 25, 1570, Philip was always prepared to assist English Catholics who plotted to overthrow the English queen. It was thus with the support of the papacy and Spain that Morgan and Paget sought to find those within England who would be prepared to meet this objective.

20 September: Anthony Babington and fellow conspirators are executed. 

22 September: The battle of Zutphen 

Zutphen, battle of, 1586. During the Netherlands War of Independence, Elizabeth I sent troops under the earl of Leicester to aid the rebels. In 1586 they laid siege to Zutphen, defended by a Spanish garrison under Prince Alexander of Parma. The Spanish sent a relief column and on 22 September Leicester attempted to intercept it. He was forced to retire after suffering considerable losses, including the death of his own nephew, Sir Philip Sidney.
The Battle of Zutphen was a confrontation of the Eighty Years' War on 22 September 1586, in Zutphen, the Netherlands. It was fought between forces of the United Provinces of the Netherlands, aided by the English, against the Spanish, who sought to regain the northern Netherlands.

Important English soldiers included Robert Devereux, 2nd Earl of Essex, Robert Dudley, Earl of Leicester, Peregrine Bertie, George Whetstone, Henry Unton, and Robert Sidney, whose brother, Philip, was mortally wounded during the battle and died in Arnhem at the age of 31. A story about Sir Philip Sidney (intended as an illustration of his noble character) is that he gave his water-bottle to another wounded soldier, saying, "Thy need is greater than mine". Dudley knighted Welsh mercenary Roger Williams for his performance during the battle. The battle was won by the Spanish. Months later, officers Stanley and York gave Zutphen to the Spanish, along with the city of Deventer.



 Zutphen, Gelderland, Netherlands

11-14 October: The trial of Mary, Queen of Scots, for her supposed complicity in the Babington plot. 







17 October: Sir Philip Sidney dies of wounds received in the battle. 




25 October: Sentence is pronounced against Mary Queen of Scots 
12 December: King Stephen of Poland dies, and is succeeded by the son of the Swedish King, Sigismund 
 

King Stephen of Poland


Sigismund III
1587 

1 February: Elizabeth signs the death warrant of Mary, Queen of Scots 

8 February: Execution of Mary, Queen of Scots at Fotheringay. 
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19 April: English attack Spanish fleet triumphantly at Cadiz. 




18 August: First English child to be born in North America, Virginia Dare, is born on Roanoke Island. 
 


1588 

8 August:Defeat of the Spanish Armada. 




4 September: Death of Robert Dudley, Earl of Leicester. 




4 April: Frederick II of Denmark dies, aged 53, and is succeeded by his 10 year old son, Christian IV. 
 

Frederick II


Christian IV
1589 

5 January: Death of Catherine de Medici 




13 April: Sir Francis Drake and Sir John Norris lead a campaign to Portugal. 

31 July: Henri III of France is murdered. 



He was killed by a young fanatical Dominican friar.



  
1590 
6 April: Death of Sir Francis Walsingham 

